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ANTIGONE In FERGUSON
Overview and Scope
Antigone in Ferguson is an innovative project, developed by Outside the Wire and PopTech, that will present dramatic readings by acclaimed actors of scenes from Sophocles’ Antigone—an ancient Greek tragedy about what happens when personal conviction and state law clash, and violence ensues—for audiences in St. Louis composed of concerned citizens, members of faith communities, and members of the law enforcement community, with the goal of generating powerful dialogue between these communities, fostering compassion, understanding, and positive action. For more information about Outside the Wire and our social impact projects, please visit: www.outsidethewirellc.com.

Antigone in Ferguson aims to:
· Create a safe space for concerned citizens and members of the law enforcement community to constructively and openly share their stories and perspectives.

· Generate powerful dialogue about the impact of discrimination, violence, inequality, and deferred justice upon individuals, families, professionals, and communities.
· Bring diverse and—at times—divergent communities together to remind them of their humanity and the core values they share.
THE PLAY

Sophocles’ Antigone is an ancient play about a teenage girl who wishes to bury her brother, Polyneices, who recently died in a brutal civil war. Creon, the new, untested king, has ruled that Polyneices’ body must remain above the earth, and that anyone who breaks this law will be put to death. Antigone openly and intentionally defies his edict, covering her brother’s body with dirt and publicly declaring her alliance to a higher law, one that transcends that of the state—the law of love. Creon is then forced, by his own political rhetoric, and the by fragile social order that he has barely begun to establish since the civil war, to make an example of his niece, by sentencing her to death. In the process of following through with his own decree, Creon loses everything—his son, his political office, and the social order he struggled so hard to defend. At its core, Antigone is a play about what happens when personal conviction and state law clash, raising the question: When everyone is right (or feels justified), how do we avert the violence that will inevitably take place? 

THE CONCEPT

A multi-racial cast of acclaimed film/tv actors (such as Reg E. Cathey, Tamara Tunie, Samira Wiley and Giancarlo Esposito) and actors from the local community will present a dramatic reading of scenes from Sophocles’ Antigone, along with choruses from the ancient play, performed and sung by a local choir, for a mixed audience composed of 

concerned citizens, members of different faith communities, and members of the law enforcement community, resulting in a lively, facilitated town hall discussion aimed at promoting constructive dialogue aimed at acknowledging and healing divided communities, fostering compassion, understanding, and positive action. 

THE DISCUSSION

The town hall-style discussion that will follow the performance of scenes from Sophocles’ Antigone will elicit first-person testimonials and powerful comments from audience members from a variety of backgrounds. A group of community panel members, representing a number of different stakeholders (including the local African American community, survivors of violence, and local law enforcement) will kick off the discussion with brief opening remarks, relating the 2,500 year-old story to their own experiences with situations in which personal conviction and state law have clashed, resulting in violence. Then, a skilled facilitator will ask the audience a series of questions designed to pull out timeless themes from Aeschylus’ ancient play. The entire event, from beginning to end, lasts a total of 120 minutes.
Summary and Scope 

The following technical proposal describes 1 performance of Antigone in Ferguson on Sept. 10, 17 or 24, 2016.  The event lasts 120 minutes total and includes:

· Introductory remarks by local leadership (2 minutes)

· Introductory remarks by OTW director/facilitator (3 minutes)

· Performance of scenes and chorus from Sophocles’ Antigone (40 minutes) 

· Community panelist remarks (15 minutes)

· Facilitated audience discussion and closing remarks (60 minutes)

Below is a rough sketch of Antigone in Ferguson:
Performance #1

· 6:00pm Organization staff checks microphones/batteries in Auditorium.

· 6:15  OTW staff (director/facilitator and 3 actors) arrives at Auditorium and conducts sound check.

· 6:30 Community panelists arrive and are briefed by OTW director/facilitator.

· 7:00 Organization leader (TBD) makes administrative announcements and introduces event (OTW will provide suggested introductory remarks about project).

· 7:02 OTW director/facilitator will deliver introductory remarks, setting up the performance and the event.

· 7:05 Actors and choir will read and perform a 30-minute selection from Sophocles’ Antigone.
· 7:45 Actors leave stage and is replaced at table by four panelists.

· 7:45 OTW director/facilitator introduces the panelists.

· 7:45-8:00pm four community panelists deliver brief remarks (4 minutes max/each).

· 8:00-9:00pm director/facilitator leads 60-minute audience discussion, using the play as a point of departure for questions that will elicit dialogue from the audience.

· 9:00pm director/facilitator thanks panelist, actor, and delivers closing remarks, before turning program back over to local leader for closing remarks.

OTW will provide the following items, services, staff and support for the performances at Organization:

· Use of Antigone in Ferguson Script. 

· Use of Antigone in Ferguson Facilitator Questions.

· Antigone in Ferguson Technical Rider. 

· Antigone in Ferguson Panel Preparation Letter.

· Antigone in Ferguson Program (digital file). 

· National Resource List (digital file).

· Antigone in Ferguson talking points for leadership introduction.

· Casting Services. 

· Direction of play/rehearsal of actors. 

· Development of Promotional/Marketing Materials. 

· Consultation on panelist selection with breakdown of panelist demographics. 

· Outreach to and preparation of Organization staff. 

· On site preparation of panelists. 

· Facilitation of event and panel/audience discussion. 

Organization will provide the following items and support for each performance:

· Auditorium (venue). 
· One long table and four chairs on stage.
· Four microphones at the table, on short table stands.
· One wireless microphone for the facilitator.
· Two additional wireless microphones to pass around the audience during the town hall discussion.
· Lighting: House lights remain up the entire event. The stage must be lit so the audience can see the actors and panelists, but no theatrical lighting is required.
· Bottles of water on stage for the actor, facilitator, and four panelists (at each performance).
· Four panelists per performance (categories to be discussed in advance of performance).
· Printing of double-sided program (OTW will provide digital file).
· Printing of one-sided National Resource List.
· One organization leader to introduce the event (OTW will provide talking points).
· Marketing and audience outreach.
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